LONG ISLAND / SUFFOLK
Suffolk officer's mission: Building trust in communities

Suffolk County Police Officer Edward Groce aims to connect with young people to foster a better relationship with the police
department. Credit: Newsday / Raychel Brightman
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Edward Groce’s influence as a Suffolk County police officer goes further than just keeping his
community safe. Groce, a 16-year veteran of the department, said being a role model, a mentor and

making law enforcement approachable and reachable to kids are also part of his job.

“It has allowed the community to have a more personalized view of someone in uniform, outside of
an adverse situation,” Groce said. “It also allows kids and their parents that may not have thought it

possible before to inquire about positions in the police force”
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His efforts earned him an honor alongside six other Islip residents recognized by the town during its
Black History Month celebration in February.

The importance of Black History Month and his recognition by the town are centered on the

message it sends to minority children, he said.

“I want kids to see that it is possible, it is achievable,” Groce said. “You have to do what you can with

what you are presented with.”
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Groce is one of 66 black officers out of the department's 2,521 sworn officers, according to

department statistics reported in January. There are 253 Hispanic officers in the department.

Groce, 45, transferred from the Sixth Precinct to the department's Community Relations Bureau in
2012 and became the Police Athletic League coordinator for Central Islip, Brentwood and Bay
Shore. At the time of Groce's start, PAL had five active programs. After three years, Groce said he

helped the number grow to 25 active athletic programs, including basketball, lacrosse and karate.
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Suffolk County Police Officer Edward Groce over the years has increased sports activities for Islip teens. Credit: Raychel
Brightman

"My favorite part is that kids want to hang out with me after my program,' he said. "All of the
volunteers are there because they want to give back, because they trust the Suffolk County police

department and want to provide a good product for our kids. That alone is huge part of it."
Groce is also the vice president of the Islip Chapter of the NAACP.

Magali Roman of the Economic Opportunity Council of Suffolk, which partners with the Community

Relations Bureau, calls Groce's work instrumental.

"I think his passion stems from knowing that these children need that other person in their life," said
Roman, the EOC community-based initiatives program coordinator. "We've had a lot of unnecessary

violence in our community over the last few years, and this his is way of keeping our kids safe."

The EOC, a nonprofit group that advocates for minority residents, announced in February that it will
cover the cost of the $125 exam fee charged by the county’s police department and sheriff's office in
an effort to make the departments more diverse. Suffolk County residents with incomes at or below
125 percent of the federal poverty level would be eligible. The 2019 federal poverty

guideline established by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services for a family of four is
$25,750.

"This is something that's very impressive and complimentary for kids who want to take the test that

may not have been able to before," Groce said. Candidates must be at least 19 to take the exam in

Suffolk County. The minimum age for the Nassau County police examinationis 17.

Other residents recognized at Islip’s 2019 Black History Celebration:

Anthony Ayhoung, president of the Suffolk County Caribbean Cultural Association

Judy and Norman Daniels, Brentwood High School coaches

G. Paula Moore, vice president of the Brentwood Board of Education

Rohan Murphy, a double amputee and three-time All-League wrestler and professional

motivational speaker



= Marian Reid, deputy director of the Long Island Housing Services
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